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8th Grade Technology Syllabus

Instructor:  Chris Shook
Email:  cshook@mitacademy.org 
Phone:  (707) 552-6482 ext. 218
TECH 8 Classroom Website:  http://shookweb.us 
TECH8’s mission is to prepare all students for both college, employment and success in a global society by teaching them to properly utilize today’s electronic tools.

Course Description:    Technology provides support for students studies and preparation for entering a four-year college.  The MITA Technology staff will work together as part of the MITA learning community to build the skills necessary for academic success. 

The 8th grade Technology course is meant to ensure that students who have the potential and put forth the effort can successfully apply, enter and achieve in a four-year college.  Technology not only teaches and provides practice in organizational and study skills, collaboration, critical thinking and questioning but also exposes students to today’s latest and most important technology tools. Together, they provide opportunities for students to hone business skills, master critical thinking, and allow exploration of technology to evaluate career paths.
Course Content: Topics and skills to be covered this year include:
· Electronic business tools in  Microsoft Office – Word, Excel, PowerPoint
· Web communication tools such as Dreamweaver

· File transfer protocol tools such as FileZilla

· College entry skills:  Test taking skills, College entrance test content preparation, College readiness in critical thinking and writing
· Tech Portfolios & Presentations:  Collecting and presenting professional-grade work
Course Activities:

· Daily Activity Logs
· Cornell Note-taking

· Tutorials
· Creating business documents
· Create and maintain a current work folder

· Create and maintain a portfolio

· Collaborative projects such as: ‘The Print Firm’ 

· Creating websites

· Collaborative and Inquiry Activities

· Guest Speakers 

·  College and Career Research
· College and Career Preparation 
Goals and Objectives:

· Students will take and meet proficiency requirements which correspond with obtaining Microsoft User Certifications
· Students will apply AVID skills, including note-taking, organization, time management, and goal setting to their academic life
· Students will improve their oral communication and writing skills 

· Students will learn requirements necessary for academic pathways of their choice and track their own progress toward these goals

Required Materials:  Headphones, a Notepad or steno pad for taking quick notes, and Hand sanitizer.  Please refer to the MIT Academy website for a complete list of needed materials for other classes.
Evaluations:  Students will be assessed on a bi-weekly basis on Software applications, Cornell notes, work assignments, participation, collaboration and other academic discussion formats

Submitting Assignments:   Note folders and daily activity logs will be checked weekly. 

Binders will be checked weekly.  Daily assignments will be assigned participation credit or collected and assessed at the teacher’s discretion.  Project assignments will be submitted via the MIT network or to the teacher by the appropriate due date.
Absences/Make Up Work:  Being successful in AVID requires keeping up with the class.  That means no missing work, and no excuses. Exceptions will be made at the instructor’s discretion.
Behavioral Expectations:  As TECH8 students, you are expected to be committed to your academic success.  This class is designed for students who want to be here. Students who show by their actions that they cannot manage themselves in TECH8 are subject to removal from the class.
I have high expectations regarding behavior in class.  You must be consistently ON TASK and RESPECTFUL of all members of the school community.  
1. All school rules apply pertaining to cell phones, dress code, computer use, etc.

2. Please never talk when the teacher or another student is speaking.  There will be time for discussion and questions.  Use library voices during work-time.  All conversations must be school appropriate.  If talking becomes excessive or inappropriate your seat will be moved.  If this happens repeatedly, disciplinary action will be taken. 

3. No food, drinks, or gum permitted in class.

4. Use computers appropriately at all times. 

5. Please be respectful of class time. Come into class quietly and be ready to work in a timely manner.  Do not pack up your things before the end of class.
Consequences of Misbehavior:  Possible consequences of misbehavior are warning, seat change, sent out from classroom, call home and/or referral, and clean up duties.  These will be assigned based upon the situation, severity of the violation, and history of misbehavior.  If behavior is a serious issue impairing the functioning of the TECH8 community, a student’s guardian will be contacted and a Probationary Contract and/or dismissal may become necessary.  
Parental Involvement: Parental involvement in TECH8 is important.  Often times students are learning advanced applications which Parents are not familiar with.  Take the time to acclimate yourself to your students’ learning environment so you can more effectively support their studies.  Please check in frequently with your student and communicate with teachers and staff on any matters which concern their education.

In addition, Guardians and Parents may monitor their students’ progress and grades as often as they like by using the MITA PowerSchool Portal at:  http://ps.mitacademy.org/public .  In addition, please attend the Parent University classes that will be offered throughout the year.

  

  


